PREACHED 
IN 


| &.SAVIOUR'S CHUR: 
IN -- 
DARTMOUTH: 
Together 


With a PREFACE, oiving ſome ac-{ | 
count of the reaſons, why they are| 


now made publick. 


By HU MFRISMITH, M. A 
and VICAR there. 


LICENYSD, Feb. 23. 163%. Z.ISHAM. 


bC————_— 


LONDON, 


Printed for Randal Taylor, near Stationers- 
Flall, 1 690. 


- 


THE 


PREFACE, 


TO.THE 


Inbabitants of Dartmouth #n Divvn: 
Grace, Truth, and Peace be multiplied. | 


My Friends and Brethren, 


Yr fre ones ugh by of th 
faly believe : Yb by 
de fygning, they ever become more publick, 
the Preaching of -them. made them. 4s the ſpace, al- 
low'd for either can har ; Rect ſoften 
very, ſenſible ,, that of the hl 
which 1: have beftow'd mers time 4 way = 
little m them to recommend. them in an Joe, which 
( God be praiſed ) abounds with Prattical Diſconrſes 
of the greateſt Excellency. They do not therefore 
come abroad, on a conceit of any thing extraordmary 
in the Contrivance ; but only to ſtand the Charges, 


which have bees drawn up againſt thn That ome, 
who 
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Phil. 1. 15. 


who could not, and others, who would not, hear them ; 
may perceive at length, 45 7 hope they will, that amongſt 


the real imper fe rfettions to be p7/Bira pie hem a 
4 ſpite 


however, nothing at, ot of 


I am ſure, T can truly ſay, that m t 5x e few - 
] hr liv'd amongſt you, I have labour, as to 
Juſt offence to the Church eſtabliſh d ( of the 
Pula s of whoſe Conſtitutions ] am. heartily rerſurgded) 
ſo neither to any of. thoſe who have hy awn to 
diſlike her Communion, and ſeparate from her, 1 do 
not remember, that the Regard IT have, and the par- 
le ES the former, hive 
mage me _ the 
latter : e ne Dk dfhere \ that Ho 
4 Offce, I am regularly ny to, Bir ; you "ue. 
well know, pr 07 br run oe role 
fab repreſentations I 
were guilty of malicious Anbar bo #4 \not_ (0t- 
ly, with thoſe the Apoſtle Jpeaks of, preach Chyift 
of envy and ftrife, but preach "A: See aid Ex: 
vy etves. | | Lf \ 


The diſcourſes, which Ba peen ſorfled gut w the 


chief Foundation of fuch Reports, are Safes two, naw 


printed: which T put mo o your 2 las, without any ma 
terial 


The-Brckect: 


famathe bes in IgE 
pr which (wert then. omitte2, I 
han "_ whotpeniais Joy, Ju hadeyus 


near as may be, as it was and: 411 thoſe: paf= 

ſages, which, on told, have ju occaſion of of- 

face, Lamyecure, Y thank, eng eVep © Witte e 

leaſt word. > hwy \ WS uv. Un : 
2p -;u1 v1 (gu ary YOU Rr VOL 


4nd now it pi beles h:-ttofa einer 
pe rr ir mmf be thexts. 
are-ſo jaulty,. axrthty hove ibemf Qr [76- 
ther, =—_ they did not Tr: cauſe of Gpbeſere, 
ie none was given? whether ſome have not thongh: 


PEE 


(iu 944 þ 1 


en mn: Tim reg 
Vennberfs the: = 
—_ at meh, being\ wh hg pen: Bs | 
ac S/n ne orranre. Arle Is 
PA el atv \mform'd\ that the 


Preacher ..in, a ſeparate Gngrez«tinn had fu 22 
(IJ) C 


The Gs which Gate ] was 
hd not only m this, but ſeveral Co 
, were principally theſe two: Re- 
Hetion on the, Perfon inter dy in whiz FUfaid 
abour in tbl of "my" Sertnory'4 
he wet _ at''the Kicker 

WW \ dhe \ 


» ano \ "12 ay X 5 83 ſig 14 SO vr 


SID 
_ was wor y 3 th 


* — AnAerarvs Toy 


Evi 46 bime\in een 
(A311 Faw 3 ao 


\f Jats 
\yd © A \ ahi 02 


fo, Fes 7 


the vw 


4b zvibMoT 
Had $317 
«1 - 4 


20 imeyc Ibo rhat eas: __ "tt *Thaff oY 
CTY 6 an Ipofte.”\ y 
A YvC O01 SW Ut IMG: IT ws 


IT led rej det, td wk 
it the! ats©f/4 Diicy) Whith "4s" Ixb 


— bis punts end. Grd 


tw, hae ben Jp as d. 


were — h cars Ak TT Ti were 
a poten ne REY j'f ſay; he 
weld for th yes ng of an” humbl 
ffs of uhhs own” bane Y a 


ro *\ TOIY7T 


: — 


hee 8rlfrs prey vo! an at that Gakn evk 


to Perfous of the higheſt ._ mega as a Duty Zan 


eeably : Ret ua e. for fins. which \brwerboek "com- 


his Phyſicians came to viſit him, or his Fries to bring 
4: (Tha be 244d, thein (nrudhep. Were 
is 


er, on the! Wall nee his: Bed;.. that be 


ate wpoa Hs: me and: _ 
wept, nd, hart Am Wn 5 9971 
_ "Br'] A Ways at- bp to 1d ule FR 
: a bim.. I mir. d, os well as10 wn 


ye Roa UB a that, were. vicruous and holy ; 
an and th F 1ag, 4npt Fr gong of Offence, Such —_— 


HP W 


A 


EED different 


auliar, Hlory » of \the Holy Fer 


Prov we GR hn 7 wa 
the: Wor 
"an 5 rp NY 


is the, 
a EE —_— 


Ft Ny hn an 
Fic, e Fes Chriſt. 


j\ 61 (\Wh 4 wa nu %A\ 
Pd ww oy witho-o nd \this 
_ fe ny on that Matfer £ ah 
Ln En ew (omen Sree Seven to: him, 
.beheve, gave. /ome 
=: Rep bo ye ee) get only ſome doubt- 


—acpyipu uſt anneal the'laft ; 1 
my own Imacence, had I not, found it call d  mv«-qui- 


not have attempted. this publick Juſifctn of 


| ow rol ag ſk _ the, _— _ here 
1m. aw 


' - dy o\ Wh 
"This" was reached on Now. 21, 689i at.\the 


Puneral of Perfon, whom T4 logkt 404: 48 honeſt \and 
" peaceable ; 


accſin 99 


«he cruth is » Johs 5. 8: 


3} Cori. 1h, &:. 


Z - 
5 
\ WWny © 413 


Frere no ſmall 's 

ab lowing; for an x fb Cabin 

| chad, been put: hohorieing, ſent" 949 is fit & Londor Þ 
and thert fpoken with mach wr ne. | 


as d calmly to read is Over 
will, I believe, it fume SS) 1s Beg y, where | 
the Grievance lyes. nd indeed the chav aainſt it 


Fe eb Se pre 


AMO; 208) ' 

as cs od tk Hex WET, 
Finn yortquynnt GRE 
WEE i Low; that. 1 


ta; make av 
cov bear-of;/ ul yi Carcluſont E 


Words, / 0 wor gays hard, if not on the 
Perſon gone down into the Grave ;. yet on ſeome hath | 


ONS 


Aeft bebmidl bim. To clear my ſelf Fa from my Ac- 
— would be to mention ſome late Thanjaftions, 


which 
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which have already made a' noiſe not only m this Place, 
but in ſome ſort through the Nation. I ſhall there- 
fore attempt it no further than by this Appeal, which 
I make to every reaſonable and intelligent Perſon, ac- 
quainted with our Circumſtances, of what Perſwaſion. ſo- 
ever, viz. Whether the things 1 ſpake were not plain 
and notorious Truth > and whether they were not ſuch 
Truth, as was fit to be ſpoken by me on the occaſun. I 


then had for it ? 


Theſe things, Brethren, are what I thought proper 


to ſay to you by way of IntroduFtion to the enſ1 
Diſcourſes : which, being thus drawn imto- the Wor 


Yours in all the Offices of 
Chriſtian Love and Duty, 
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"The Firſt 


;ERMON. 


PSALM 39. 6. 


Surely every man walketh in 4 Vain 
Ps hl 


y *i6:606-of the bl 
ing not {o cafily learne_ im 
any other t 24 of At- 


Proſperity, like ſome overdironp Lighe, dazles 
che Eyes, that they can cake in but imperte& and 
confus d notices of things : bur Calamity ers all 

right again, as it prepares, the Mind for a due 


E mate or Judgment ; {0.x removes all the 
falle Colours which are apt tO COZEN, US, 


David, according to - Opinion of ſeveral vide Theo- 
TY _ ſome extraor- 92 


Commencators, | 
| dinary 


Oper. 
P-544- 
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preſlure ; as when \ the fo regoing, ſo when 
res is Bom was penn'd. And hereupon we have 


| hoe Hark ” Yidegebs I — 
CE ELED Tra 
or 


r= wg jadgmene on this mortal Seo aig 
fays he, in the- foregoing] Verlc, every man at his 
beſt fate is Fragen 9 and his words in my 
Text ſeem ro, be yer more comprehenſive. 
Surely every man walketh in a.vain ſhew. 
In imagine Not to ſay any thing <5 a different reading 
Saw. made uſe 0 by _ of the Ancients, the 
_ Si words, as here So d agreeably to the mani- 
aki non pauci feſt deſi ign of the P/abmiſt in this place, give us 
af\'-accounr -of mane; life, the contitign of 
Mankind” in” this preſet World. - Short indeed 
the Senterice ts, but very expreſſive,” as you will 
ſoon perceive by viewing a lictle-the ſeveral par: 


ticulars we find in it : Namely theſe four, 


1: The Perſons concern'd. | 

2. Their Buſineſs,or conſtam Employment. 
3: The Scene of their Travel/- 

4. The Aﬀfurance with which” the Pani 


thus repreſents them. 


Fiſt, 
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4 


. We find i in the Words, the Perſons con- 

4 in this Sentence. of | David: 'Byery man; 7s: 

one; that lives: and : breathes. A the 32:4} 

= Race of whatſoeyer Sex, or Age, or Con- 
dition, Thexe is not the leaſt exception, r 
of the higheſt, or elſe he loweſt. | All are con- 


cluded, from | him that's --dothed-/in Pueple, to "EY 


him that's cover d with/ Rags : from the Prince 
on the Throne, to the Slave thar grinderh at the 
Mill 

Secondly, Their - Buſineſs; or Employment : 
They. walk, They as conſtancly going onward ; 
they are in perpetual motion, always Travellers 
whilſt on Earch. The journying they are cn- 
gag'd in, towards their long home, is not to be 
interrupted by an' hou iixy; or fo much. 25.008 
minutes 

Thirdly, We. have che Sceac of this travd. or 
motion, a Scene proportion'd to the thing that 
moves 1n it : 4 vam ſhew. Abour the 
of which word there is ſome difference 
Expolttors. +: 


Some there are, who take it facs Shadow ; and 
with theſe agrees that "Tranſlation our Church 
makes uſe of in the office of Burial. For man 
walketh m a vain ſhadow. A Shadow which is a 

oo C 2 thing 
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— 


_— FOE = > * SE. 


thing gloomy, but yer empty, having nothing. 
— - it, 4h ally wo ith darkneſs 
R.Jons, R.' Maa, whilſt here + below,” is in a' Region! of ob- 
lon EP+ - ſciirity, wandets"in a/dark uncertainty;”a place 
JUN ©3P- jnfeted with the miſts of Jgnorance'and+ Error. 
ambular. = He cannot look- into the "nature and: events of 
ſtelliLexic. things/:- he ſtumbles up "and ' down without 
neprgotw ary” knowledge of” his way, tinleſs guided and 
dire&ted by: aw extraordinary ' Light ſent (down 
from above. 
; RY By others the word is thought to ſignifie' ai 
Sept. Image; 'accordingly-chat rendring is added in the 
| ins of fome' Bibles: Yeriy every man” walk: 
Ooty gn - oth, in an image. He (goes on in a life which ſeems 
1x44 indeed to\be lomerhingto him ; but he is cheated 
5 $93 all the while: ſuch degrees of death are blended 
em. with it, thatit may juſtly be called only a Picture 
inlocom- qr faint reſemblance of Life. And then he'con- 
verſes with:chings that ſeera to be very ſhining, 
but yer theyrare-a kmd of Phancomes, like the 
Colours: of 'the Rainbow, which are © only the 
Image-of the Sun broken, and recurn'd back by 
the drops of a Cloud; or like that reprelenta- 
tion of--our ſelves appearing in the Glaſs ; which, 
however delighted in, is. nothing; elſe bur empti- 


hs 
Another 


—_— —_ 
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Another variety is to be found amongſt In- 
terpreters ( occalion'd by a different reading') 272 
not [unkic. perhaps to be mentioned. For as ſome 
read, Man walketh in a vain ſhew, ſo others|have it, 572 
48 a vain ſhew: according to che uſage of Scri- - 
pture in ſome /places, applying this Shadow nor 
to the Scene, of -/his motion , but co the Man 
. himſelf.. Man paſſeth on as a Shadow, 4s a ſhd+ rfaim 102.11 
dow that: declineth or' fleeth away.” Or, underſtand- 74 14. 2. 
ing the word - to {ignite an Image, it agrees to 
him . alſo, wo wit, a thing that ( according to 
what ſeems the meaning of an Ancient Wricer "atm: 
on this place) is ated, for 'the moſt parc, like wan Frogs 
the Figures in a Pageant which look. as tho! your: 
they movd and ſpa e-: whereas the whole is 
due to the Skill and Management of an inwiible 
Artiſt. | Burt, Ao! | 
Fourthly, and laſtly, We have in the words the 
confirmation of this Sentence of David, Surety. 
He declares it with great aflurance, having doubt 
leſs conſider'd the reaſons which ſupport it, and 
ſeen it ratihed þy mach\ experieace. | Tis. the 
relulr of a yery diligent Enquiry, and exact 
Obſervation. 
The things we, find in the Text being thus 
particularly noted, the fumm of what it aims at | 
2Ppears, tu, be. this, That this mortal life is a very | 
| empty 
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empty thing: That our condition here in this preſent 
World is great vanity. This Truth, with the Di- 
vine ce, I ſhall briefly illuſtrate, and ſo go 
on to the uſes of ir. 

Whatever Opinions, --4 Brethren, we are apt 
to take up about our preſent abode, it will cer- 
tainly be found, upon a due examination, a 
Condition very unſatisfa@tory, void of _ 
thing, that is a ſolid Foundation of Happineſs 
or Contenement. The greateſt Pleaſures of it 
are bur Deluſion : the greateſt Advantages but th 
Shew and Appearance. MNTIOS 1 

You are to obſerve however, that this is af 

- ferred concerning humane life as humane, ab- 
trated from choſe Spiritual things, which give 
ic ſomething of Being ; without the Improve- 
ments of Grace, which add ſome ſolidity even 
to the moſt flecting things, and bring in ſome 
imperfe& Felicity, where was nothing elſe bur 
Miſery. 

Orig. Hom. 1 Qyigen, tis true, in one of his Homilies on 
= Ai Pſalm, makes no doubr of applying this 
Sentence of the. Royal Prophet, even in ſome 

ſort, to things Spiritual. That is, as com- 

paring their preſent 'imperfe&tion with what's 
proms'd, and ſhall be reveal'd. * If Moſes him- 

* ſelf, ſays he, were alive again, he would know 

*1N 
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© in part; and 'propheſie in pare; he would fee 
f bal daldlp dengh a Glaſs, and teach us Fi- 
: ſo that tho' he muſt be ſaid to live, it 


is Perfe& is come, then that which is in ».134 10- 
© part ſhall be done away. 

Indeed it muſt be granted, that this preſenc 
life, tho' ic 'may yield ſome © real Happineſs to 
them, that ſeek it in the ways of God, cannot 
yet afford a perfef# Happineſs. Something of 
ſubſtantial- good ſuch Perſons will be able to 
find, very low however in the degree, and ha- 
ving in is compoſition a large portion of dif- 
ferent things to leflen or allay it. Burt then as 
| this _ life is divided from the confiderati- 

ons of Religion, as it'commonly pretends high- 
eſt, and is pu ro draw the "yi = 
Hearts of Mankind, it is nothing art all, but an 
empty and deludin ——_— To it in this 
ſenile” { the fenſe I {hall only conſider it. in) the 
Verdi&t of David is cmiverfally applicable : 'ris 
'Þ vain withonr reſerve or exception, Declarations 
of this kind are frequently ro be met with in 
Holy Writ. As St, Paul endeavour'd to take off 
the 
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the Corinthians from too Pena concern for 
worldly thinys, he added this reaſon of his ad- 
1 Co.9.31. Vice: for the faſhion of this world 'paſſeth away. 
The Faſhion of this World, faith. the ' Apoſtle, 
making, ule of an expreſſion. borrowed. (as lome 
learned Men have obſerv'd) from the. Theatre ; 
to the Scenes of which he compares. the ſeveral 
ſtates or changes of our lite. "Things chat may 
- pleale, ſurprize or amaze, according to the dit- 
terent Deſigns of the Contriver : but in the mean 
time are only fſhew. or |reprelencation. 
The things which are ſeen, {aith che ſame Apo- 
{tle ro the ſame People, are temporal. They are 


— 


Ne meaſured by Time, and partake * 
— dos ke. the Aﬀections or Properties 'of it: and 
nic, 5 5% xe $6554& that is fuch a thing as you cannot \ 
7479, ©r6 3, nt 


eli wdes 3o- gralp or diſcern the lealt {ubſtance in, 
fil & plura ejuſmodi homil.4., 1 NAT Part Of) it Which is gone -is ab 
Baſ p 5 Edie Pare FE ready become nothing, thar part which 
is tO come is as yet nothing ; and 
- the preſent Minute, ere you perceive it to be, va- 
niſherh away. Ot this nature is Time, and of 
the ſame are all Temporary things: They are e- 
ther growing or elſe periſhing, having nothing 
at all in them which may be depended upon as 

ſtable and certain. 


We 
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We need inſtance in no other places of Scri- 
pture, but that which purpoſely crears of this 
argument, the 'Book- of Eccleſiaſtes. ©' Solomon, che 
Author of ir, was the Perſon (who! made'ithe 
moſt diligent ſearch into the things of* this life'; © 
he proved them: by very' cutious, too/ curious, ex- | 
periment ++ He ' ſaw all the works' that are dove 1 Ec dats 
der the Sum, he gave his beart'to know wiſdom3/\"yeueo OO® 
inew'mabreſe end fol Solomon alſo was: the Per. 2. 3 
ſon in the World, who could belt judge of the 
things of this life, being endued/ with Wiſdom 
beyond alk that came betore hims, or thavfhould * © 12: 
come after him. ' Ant now: 'whar ſays h&8:hha- 
ving made a' large 'induction of ' leyerdls 
thar may pretend to worth; he'declares che Serb © *, 
rence 2: Vanity of vanities, faith the Preacher, al i is Eekon2.s. 
vauty. e 
And as ſuch Notions: of hutdiane life: "hats * r " Ie 
been entertain'd by: wife Men within the Church: © | 
ſo they have becn likewiſe by ſome without ir. + --7 - 
Thou haſt tried, (aith the Emperour Marcns Ati- --: 
tom:nus tO himſelf, thox haſt - tried to” find Felicity in 
the thorgs of this World, hays wandred-thraugh: _—_— 
, xn, 1 
great a "part of them : but what thou hajb Joughs Ea 


Uu IT We, 5 TEE. $70, «»» ov A's, od RetalpS ek rae; > wy 
ſeipto; & ad ſeiptum, Ll. 8% 1, n 


D | thou 
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thou haſt not found : not in the arts of Rea 
erin —_ Riches, not in Glory, en 
fure, not any - 3. Oig wager jadmene of 
a Prince inferior ns indeed in, Wiſdorn ; 
Cafonbon Hut, as a learned Man hath noted, exceeding him 
te tparyes ns a hn than nin 
_ great Towns, declares, That he could 
not diſcover -in. them all 3 & 24, the means or 
ingredients of living Happily. 

Many of the wiſer Heathens had ſuch Jow 
Sentiments of theſe tranſicory things, chat they 
would not ſo mich as allow thena to be called 
Beings, aſcribing that; name to che Divine El 
gens ſence/ alone. Hence: the diſtinction of . Plato, of 
rp which is, but is not generated: and that which 
==; is generated, but is not. The God inhnitely, ex- 

Log .of and-from: himſelf delerves the name of 
z 3 bur the corruptible things, we converſe 
Plar. Tim. p. —— are too. empty and vain to claim. that 

Title. 
| This: it is probable enough he took from that 
lnſcription. /in'an Egyptian Temple, giving {ome 
up 


Th9 Ea account: of the nature of the Divinity poled 
» x low 
\&- Angaphs doe 1 my 7% , 
P — — troy, 7, odd 


to 


The Firſt Sermon. .-n_ 
to dwell in-it I am all that was, is, or ſhall be; | 
which is ſo like that in Exod. 3. 14- tharwecan 


hardly. doubt of) irs Original. 'o'8-, ſay the 
Septuagint, 1 am that. I am. 


Joe 4.mice GllinS:wiewclicherantes + oFchi 
ent, Life, it will be convenient Tlicele, to con- 
er theſe three things: 


1, The . Emjoyments of it : 'The things in the 
Warld, as: the Apoſtle calls them, thar is, ſuch as : #. 2-15- 
—_—_— — —— 
the Objects of Defire. - And now, 
ltle Enquiry into the Nature: of + few 
ſerious Reflections: on - rears woven, by ar 


A Chriſtian Writer | fince compar'd them 
all ro a Dream, wherein ROT _ lometumes 


I2 
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1 Jebn 2, 16, 


| Eccl. 2 1, 2. 


petceive all ,the Being 'they.. had -was only- in 
the imagination. © 1 gp 2007 

St. John gives us'a, ſhort Catalogue of the 
moſt conſiderable Enjoyments, which this World 
can boaſt of: namely: The luſt of the fleſh, the 
luſt-of , the reyes; -and-the qrade-.of | life ; thar is,” Plea- 
ſure, and» Profit, and - Honour: ' Thele are all, 
ſaith he, which are m the world: And can 
theſe, any, or all of theſe contrive an Happineſs, 
or purchaſe for us any real Contentment ? Should 
'ou make a- trial -of all the Pleaſures that are 
under the Sun ( thoſe Pleaſures which chain the 
Senſes, and bring a kind of Enchantment upon the 
Mind) and theni review them a little after cooly 


. 
o 


x and deliberately you would certainly find, they 


were -not at all -an{werable ro the expectation 
was .rais d of them. Yea the ſhew, they 'make 
at a diſtance, begins to Yaniſh commonly as foon 
as -you- come. near them : and; when you think 
ro. ;take hold | 'of them , ike ſome phancaſti- 
cal appearances, they paſs away berween your 
Fingers. + it A | 

-4 ſaid in my] heart, & to.now, T will prove thee 


with mirth , (thereforer enjoy pleaſure ; ſays Solomon. 


Thus he: ſers our with a ſtrong reſolution to be 
Happy. ; bur ſee, alas! the wretched diſappoint- 
ment in the, very;,next-; words : , Behold this alſo is 

Vamty, 


* 
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vanity. it faid: of langhrery it ir-mad ;* and of mit 
" what doth it ? 7T goth © 40 S161 Yo ani: 

"If there be any: elif in che-Delighes of "I, 
ſuality, ir is by a _— of viglence to-pur. ſelves, 
thar' we ate-capable ot git » How 
down muſt © Rexfonablh and Immonal Spit 
ſunk,” before it can begin ro' perceive any taſte in 
them? Irs nobler Faculties muſt be- all bound 
faſt; and' laid a(kep': ir» muſt! become -an /un- 
thinking inconfiderate thing, like che! Soul of a 
Beaſt. And wheriſoeveriic:recovers/its own Li- 

, and the uſe of (its ern Powers : How 
dorh-the joy turn preſently into / butterneſs |. ic 
rorments ir Pf wich; Angiilh} Indignatian, and 
Remorle : The PR ends in Sathig and; nd 
reftacion. 

-Thele- are the Enjoynients of the veleiwons, 
andno greater ſure are thoſe: of the worldling. ;Fol- 
low:him re: his Treafire, jand:there ſee him with 
2 mighty diligence endeavouring to'{ecure a fort 
of things . ſo tranſitory}, thar they! event make to 
robe. 25. wings, and fly away : a lorg./ of things, Prov. 23. 5. 
which moth:and-rufti corrupt, .caid. —_ EE —_—_ 
and . ſteal.” 'Sce him'there 'layin 
Carcs, making to himlelt- a > Og _ 
wall diſturb his reſt, and interrypt' his ſleep.;- [Yea 
—_y -hima 'rhere, "admiring and: even 'adoring 


what 
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what will not; afford him. in a day of diſtreſs; a 
minute of Eaſe, or a drop of Refreſhmeart.', Thar 
darling of ' his Soul his Gold, notwithſtanding the 
value he puts on it; is only a little fhining Earth ; 
and /notwithſtandiog ir _ to, a kind of E- 
I TIDRny t, periſheth. [The Gold 
__ faith the Apoſtle, 1 Pet. 1: 7. 

As for greatneſs and honour, they who have 
had the largeſt ſhare of them, have ſuffciendy 
ſhewn that they were far from bei conmthinall 
Some further” thing | hath been fill in 
and their Wiſhes to. render them un- 
quier./- 'He; that, from being'the King of alintle 

,-carnied his Domimon over the greateft 
part of the'then known World, could 'not- yer 
Find enough to ſatisfie his thirſt of Glory. - And 
now the Reaſon of this is evident : for detkings 
which Ambicion purſues, being indeed without 
ſubſtance ; the mind, *that-is infeted wich it, 


mecting with 1," <5 nent in. every purchace, 
- Is ws. to ſeek" relief from' ſome 'new hope or 


4 024 + there in Grandeur or Eminence, to re- 


pay-the labour and difficulties with which 'it was 
obtain'd? Whar 'is' there'ro' ſweerery the hurry, 
and noiſe, and '{lavery, ir unavoidably engagerh 
in'* What'is thefe to' ballance ION 

atal 
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fatal iſſues of it 2 Whar is there, I ſay, r9''do all 
cheſe things; bur only a little popular Air, 'an m- 
ſignificanc "Title, ' the ' of the” Dioud, 
chings light and cttipry asthe breath'6f Fools?” | 
ing food ani Yatnent, (aich'St. Paid, let us be + Tim. 6.8. 
therewith content * And' the advice hath this-ſtrong 


Reafogto bick it, vi, That ih having theſerwo 
od you may have, a corruptible thing :\Sv.our 


Saviour calls it in that Command of 'his, Labour job. 6. 37. 
not for the meat that hg A little 'Raiment 
you may have too ;' but futh; as whiter Art hath 
done all- it can do for it, #-outdone'by'theLil- 
lies of the Field: S&'ortr Saviour cells: ns 'in/thar 
Declaration of his," 1 ſiy #nto you, thit' Solowiir wars. »9 
mn all bis glory was not arrayd like” one of thiſe/ The 
greateſt 'md in the World wilf afford'you no 
other advanrages, bor flch mean things: S 
which ſerve indeed, at preſent, *the'Neeeſlities'0 
a morral Condition; bur which you are not 'to 
catry hence,” as being urterly uſeleſs ir that ſtare 
hereafrer, wherein Shame, and Hunger;'and Thir{t 
ſhl! !/1vs -no Place, and | Men 'ſhall ' be as 
Angels,” | | _ 
x. he, Vanity of this Life will alſo appear 
frot'1 thc" Cotifideration.'of rhe deſigns of 4t ; the 
nat'!1:& of thoſe Purpoſes, which -ar'vordinarily 


cakem 


EE — 
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Eccl. 8. 6, 5. 


taken up, and follqwed. by the greaceſt, part oh 
pon Gankbing af. real, pool " 
 Suppoling) Jomething of , real, good. in thele 
Temporal Sins ; mo arluit._ of that good 
is ſo. difficult in- iti-{elf, " ofren .meerts wich lo 
many croſs Accidents, that to: be buſie in it, is 
purpoſe, (aith; Soloman,. there is time and Judgment ; 
therefave- the miſery''of , Man 1s great upon him © For 
he knoweth not that which ſhall be ; for who can tell 
him when it ſhall be > Much $kill, and obſervation, 
ang WOIgINg of. things are neceſlary to a regis 
lar Con ; the right Seaſon, and proper Cir- 
curnſtances, of Actions being -hard to be found 
out... /Andaftgr theſe marrers are fitly diſpos'd, 
the Event is {till covered Wn Vell of "7 
which cime, alone. js: capable of removing. _ 
that, is;\-49, be, as happy ;as. 2 Swine, frequently 
miſlech his end by ill management. Some unex- 
pected- Accident. interrupts the deſign, on ſome 
Diſeafe'falls upon;him, which quite overthrows - 
it. ,.He'ghar isjrefolved ro be;Rich, and there- 
fore riſeth early, and fits up late, and eats the 
Bread of Caretulnels ; finds, ofzen to his Grief, 
thar the Purpoſe, will not, profper in his Hands: 
The, toil and diligence will gor, ſacceed, nor yer 


the 
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the. injuſtice and rapine ; having with /Phataah's 
lean Kine devoured the far ones, he! is ſtill-lean 
as before. - The Man who 'plods and flacters, 
undertakes the vileft Employments, and fers him- 
ſelf out ro the baleſt drudgery; complys with e- 
very Intereſt, is made a Property at pleaſure,. ard 
becomes the Tool of every Party, to- arrive ac 
length ar the height he propoleth to himlelt ; finds 
at laſt his labour in vain, after ſo much-endea- 
your, the fine Proje&ion milſcarries,. the thing 
aim'd'at proves to him-inacceſible, - or elſe | only 
a Precipice whence he cumbles-down. - - But theſe, 

l fay, are the'Counſells of wicked Men; 


you w1 


and no wonder 'therefore chat  they;'are ſo. fre- 


quency blaſted ; there may: be yerocher deſigns, 


which as they are more juſt, - ſo likewiſe nd 


ſucceſsful ; as, the Deſigns. of . a Family, of know- 
leds and wiſdom.” 'True' it 1s indeed-that theſe 
deſigns appear ſomewhat moreiconſiderable,  be- 
ing ſired ro the innocent Inclinations: of Man- 
kind ; and therefore ſuch as we may: more juſtly 
expect {ſhould proſper'; but yer we cannot, pnr 
thenr out of the number of . Vanicies... | "a 
He, whoſc defire and labour is for his Poſterity, 
thoſe Children which he hopes to leave: behind 
him, is often diſappointed ;- diſappointed even 


when he though he was-entered onthe Pollefon 
PEER E ” of 
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" 6 -this Wiiihes, His'Sons and tris Daughters, on 
whiotn his Love was placed, ' eicher dye to his ſor- 
ow, or hive' to this greater fJorrow ; are cither 
ſnatcht away and thrown into che Grave, or 
ele ware lefr to » cagjagts ha Eyes, | and; to grieve his 


Bart '' 15s 
He chat Seng ens in che purſuic of know: 
- a thing, which,' without adivine 


m it ro ſer above the Word, is; no- 
thing bur vaniry. Salmon tockons ir laſt in- 
deed; 'bur: yer he'reckons/ itiamongit Impertinen- 
Keel. 12, 12+ cies, urtiongl Vexations, of making many Books 
there 15 9 end, \and much ſhudy 'is « wearineſs to. the 
—_—__ . Juſtin Murtyr, being a Heathen, was: car- 
Tatinn 3r. Hiec] witha: grear deal 'of carjeſinak tothe ſtudy 

in ig of the Greaan , palsd-chrough the ſeve- 
I tal Schodls -bf Ariſtotle, Pythagoras, and Plato, 
ow prini- Jought Very" curioully for-ſome ſaisfaQtory 
#mongft all their Procepts/ and verics ; bur 
nothing of 'that kind was aſi for him to 

meet with; cill he encountered a plain aged Chri- 

ftian, who talk'd of Revelation and a Meſſiah ; 

who reaſon'd of. Blifs and -Immorzalicy, Redem: 

prion and'erernal Glory. 

3- Our Life isvain 1n reſpect of the continuance 
of 'it. Did this World afford fuck things, ascan 

make us happy, and were the-method of,, com- 
” paſſing 


—— . — —— 
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paſſing them deſcribed ; unto us- in plain and un- 
erring Rules ; ens - the Foul of a 
Creature, to! W rior! s,.\is" ſo 
very great, 25to give the- whole the name of 
Vanity. | 
The man, our Saviour fpeaks of, thought, 
no doubt, he had made an/ample Provition. for 
felicicy. The materials, che choſe for: un, -were 
hand at his command ; and he carcls'd himſelf 
with 7 0 expectation of the happy-illue. This Late 12. rg. 
will 7 do, ſaith he, and then fay. unto: my foul, take 
thine eaſe. Bur, alas! all | the while he forgets 
the very thing, which will deſtroy the-|Progect, 
and Heaven puts him in mind of it. God. fad 
unto bim, thou fool, this night thy Soul fhall be requit'd 
of thee. 23 oft 
Y agentem, atque | medatanitem mors prevent, ue ® 
ſays the Hiſtorian,” concernmg :ane of/'the great- © 44 
ct of Men; as he was now delighing the grear- 
eſt things, He that by: an unincerrupted coutſe 
of ſtudy, and diligence, 'and valour, and ſuccels, 
had 'raisd himlſclt to a height, thar mor: man; e- 
ver arriv'd / at: before. ,'/And he that was now 
forming the deſigns of being yer higher -and 
more glorious, tumbles in his Blood, and is for- 4 
ſaken by all, till: at YJengrh chree'. of bis Servants G 
have ſo. much regard>ter?. che Emperor-.ot the | 
2191945 E 2 World, 
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Satyric. cap. 
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World, as to take him up, and carry him 
home. - 

The Meditations-are very good, though found 
mm a Book which is very bad, that were occaſion'd 
by the view of a Mariner Shipwrackt, and caſt 
dead upon the Shore ©Go now, ye Mortals, ſays 
one who eſcaped the danger, © go, and fill your 
« Minds with vaſt Purpoſes : Go now ye .Provi- 
« dent, thar- are ferrling the Succeſſion of your 
« Wealth for a. thouſand years. See here the 


" © Perſon, *who. but yeſterday took an account of 


< his'Riches, and-appoinced che day in his thoughts 


_ «when'' he ſhould be ar home. Alas, how far 


© ſhorr'is he fallen of the deſigns he had imagined! 
« Bur this is'not the Lot, continues he, of thote 


« 1lone who commir themſelves ro the Faith of 


-<rhe Seas: © One Man mifcarries through the de- 


- «fects of this Armour, another by the fall of -his 


* Chariot, :and'a third is buried inthe Ruines of 
«* the Place he came: to worſhip in. Sometimes 
« Meat deſtroys him that cats ut, and ſometimes 
« thewanc-of it him chat cars it not. If there- 
< fore we reckon aright, Shipwrack' is every 

{© where. T_ 
Indeed the continuance of Man is fo ſhort, 
fo tranſicory, that the Sacred Writers themſelves 
leem, asit were, at loſs for words/{ufhciently © 
expreſs 
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expreſs the Vanity of it. Sometimes chis migh- 

ty thing Life ( which we have ſo high an eſteem 

for, for the ſake of which we plow the Seas, and 
rip up the Earch, yea, are ready to turn the 
World upſide down) ſometimes it is call'd | 
Whar I pray ? Not a Julian Period, or a Platonick 
Year, not a Summ to be -reckon'd by Centuries 
or Ages; but a Duration to be mealured by the 
Continuance of a Flower, or a Leaf of Graſs: _ 
All fleſh is as graſs, and all the glory of man as the *P#-1. 24. 
flower of graſs :. the graſs withereth, and the flawer 
thereof falleth away. And at other times an Em- 
blem is- made ule of, thar may exprels a grearer 
uncertainty :: a Vapour is choſen, ſomething ex- 
haled out of the Earth en = ſuddain, and toſs'd 
away with the Wind. What 4 your life? it is James 
even a vapour, that appeareth for a lttle time, and 
then vaniſheth away. | | 

And not to ſearch into the Ages paſt, and fo 

ick our here and there ſome extraordinary in- 
ftances of humane Frailry : conſider but what 
you have cen with your own Eyes, think upon 
the ſpeed of ſome, and the infancy of orhers, 
which have gone before you ; yea lay the three- 
ſeore years and ten ( which a tew, amongit many 
Thouſands, come up to) into the Balance a- 
gainſt Ecernity : And ten all theſe expreſſions 


4 Wo will 
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will appear proper and natural, being but futed 
to ian c 2d uncertainty L& would de- 
ſcribe. 

Indeed, Brethren, let us but look into our own 
frame : let us examine the Materials out of 
which we are formed, the finenels of thoſe 
Threads with which we are woven ; let us con- 
ſider a little how many Thouſand very tender 
Parts are neceſſary to keep on the work of Life, 
and withal what variety of diſorders all chefe 
parts are conſtantly liable to: And then it will 


- appear unto us one of the greateſt wonders the 


whole Creation preſents us with, thar fuch things, 
as we are, ſhould be able to continue, nor 4 
ewenty, or thirty, or forty years; bur only for 
rwo or three days, or two or three hours toge- 
ther. 

Having thus ſhewn you a little the vanity of 
humane Life : now come to make uſe of the 
Conſideration of it: and the things I would re- 
—_— as plainly following from it, are theſe 


Not to be in love with it. 
To endeavour for a better. 
To account the poſſeſſion of thar berrer, no 
- evil. | 

1, Our 
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| 1, Our condition in.chis preſence World, 
fo vaia a thing, let us manifeſt our belief 
this by not being in love with it. Wilt thas ( lays mrs 5, 
Solomon , ſpeaking of ſore Temporary Enjoy- 
ments ) ſer thme eyes upon that which 45 not? Wile 
thou be fond' of what has no zeal Being, 'doat 
Shew, and court 4 Shadow ?' Let nor rea- 
(onable Creatures, | belcech you my Brethren, 
be guiloy of any fuch extravagance. - Ler us not 
Rom our lelves with Erageined, and be zealous . 
of Trifles. | Let us not place our | 
de ek s upon what will muſerably 
deceive us. In ſhort, let us not fſeck for farit- 


faction there, where nothing is to be found bur 
only Vanity. 

The ruth is, we have bean! Gi annie es 
miſtakes, chat ſuch Doctrine, :as this, is for the 
moſt part ſomewhat dhaxd of digeſtion. We 
have many of-us been:fo: long us d 10 4) oy 
opinion of the World, that we know not: 
to begin to think meanly of it: Yea it we © open 
rorks ae mn ane, lee fomew 


to The fallacy.; {i ance = 
zles our fight: If fs A OE IS 

Air fans us again into our former ſlumber, __ 
in we are pleas'd with :fantaſtick Ideas, mach a 
Dream of Felicity. The Gendeman in.  vrianin, 


returning, 


24 


The Firſt SERMON. 


k 
.* 
SF 
AuBedr, ma ve 
» # 


TE 
Hs. O35 


returning from” Baniſhment, ' ſeem'd- ro | himſelf 
abundantly ſatisfied 'of the Follies of Ambition, 
and the Vanity of the World ; declaim'd earneſt- 
ly againſt his formgr courſe of Life, and reſolved 
now for a+ Philoſophical Retirement, to pen 

all che litde time: ſhould be further allow'd him, 
in a happy Eaſe and Tranquillity. With thele 
Thoughts and Deſigns he 2ddreflech himſelf to 


his Journey ; bur | he meets as he goes on with 


iZoavn, v Letters from Ceſar : and the force, alas! of ſuch 


acomty us © 

. Arrian. 
Epicer. |, 1. 
CaP. 1G» 


a Charm is not to be reliſted, his Stoiciſm-melc- 


eth preſently away, and all the late Purpoſes are 
now quite forgotten. 

Be lure therefore to uſe your utmoſt Induſtry 
not to be impos'd on : caſt off the prejudice of 
unreaſonable Luſts, all that Favour and Aﬀecti- 
on which blind the Eyes, and warp 'the Judg- 
ment, that ſo ar length you may be able to 
make a due 'eftimate- in this matter, - For our 
Thoughts about theſe things are not meer ſpecu- 
lation, where tho' Truch be defireable, we run 
no hazard in erring : 'Burt they are the very bot- 
tom on which we build our Happineſs,” accord- 
ing to the firmneſs of which it will either ſtand 
or fall. , 

Indeed there is a certain Light, through which 
i ye look on this: mortal Lk you cannor. be 
| miſtaken 
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miſtaken in'ir/ 'There'is' a' certdin temper of the 
Mind, ,-wherewith if you conſider the World, 
you! will ſee through the fncus or diſguiſe, which 
uſually covers it, and perceive truly what it is, 
and whar\ regard it' deſerves/"'' hall” give' you a 
little: dire&tion in this thattee!- '"/ Ty Ot 19 

'( 1.) Conſider this Life, as it appears im the 
day of Affiftion : Conſider it as the Warmth and 
Sunſhine'ceaſe, as the Clouds gather over your 
Heads,/and a Storm approacheth.' 'Confider it 
as the Body' is ſet upon the rack of a' Diſeaſe, 
or the 'Mind afflicted. What taſte have ye, O 
all ye Earthly things, whae'Reliſh, whar Sweet- 
nels is there in you at ſuch a time "as this is ? 
What Refreſhment has the Man, who his ſcorch- 
ing- upon his Bed, who is tortur'd wich Pain, or 
whoſe Soul. is age” by the =_ of the Al- 

ighty ? Whac comfort has he then in thinking 
OT Maſter of ſo many Acres, or ſo many 


Bags ; that his' Table is loaden with Delicacies, 


and his Houſe bedeck't with no common Art ; 
that he is'a Perſon 'of Name, and hath been the 
talk of 'the World ? þ _ 
21) Corifider this Life as it appears on the 
Day of Death. Imagine that, a Summons being 
ſent. you for .a ſpeedy Removal, an Hour or two 
were-.all the rime you *could''further ' expect” in 
| F this 
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this World : and, then. conlider what, thoughts 
you mult needs have of this preſent»Life, as-you 
thus lookt back upon it from che brigk'of  Erer- 
nity. | > wzulh: 
< Certainly, Brethren, -tho', welare now/apr-'to 
put ſo great a value,upan ir, ;ic: will t/a 
a wretched impertinence; when all the Treaſures 
of che Eaſt and Weſt will. not bribe us co! a Smile ; 
When, Geremony. and Attendance become naule- 
ous: 'When there/ ſhall be no; Taſte '1in-Meat-or 
Drink,” neither/-will the Ear hear the Voice of 
Singing Men or Singing Women, When |: che 
Soul 18 Preparing: for/ics evertaſting} Flight, and 
che Body. to go, down, to that Earth out:of which 

it was taken, maid: 21d 3nvoftoito A 25d 
Bur, - that, you, may know,' how 'the World 
looks to a Perlon/ on. the Day yp his] Death i: 1 
Ding nd will give. your the Thoughts:of two 1/dy Men, 
Words, by Dr CESEN w7 own Nation as dy Ap AI 
—_— mongſt other very good things lin. « late'ColleHion. 
Sir John 4a. ONE 2S great a. States. Man: almoſt as (ever was, 
_— Privy Councellor to four Pringes': whoſe Declara- 
tion on his Death-bed was: this:!'*b have ſeen 
*tche moſt Remarkable things in Foteign Parts, 
* been preſent for thirty Years.' together at 
* molt 'Tran{attions of State, and have learnt 
*chis after {0'many. Years Experience,, Thas: Se- 


© rioulneſs 
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f ciouſnels. is. the. Wiſdom; Temperance 
© the, beſt Ph and 2 good Conſcience the 
* beſt;Eſtace- And were I tw: live again, [would 

the Court fora) Cloyſter;14he buftles of 
* Stare for an obſcure, Retirement ;/ and the whole 
'Life Lliv'd in the Palace, for one Hours enjoy- 
pen; f.G94 in che Cheppet All:things ie 
oſs E: hrides my Godyway: Duty; and-ovy 


any our later Ages have afforded, who, when he 
came. to, die; amongſt all /the Learning of /the 
Sons of Men, which he- had furvey'd, ' amongſt 
all ined .numezous. Books and: Maniuſcripes he had 
and was Maſter of, could not::meer with 

thing that ve the. ſatisfa&tion to his Soul, 


c other, 2 Men of ax-aitnh Reading, 48 ana, 


ich he found in theſe words of Sr; Pan: The Ti. x. £112. 


X74 of Hs Tt once /votin; bath: paired 


101godine/s and 
Kr g et 5, we yok live io ſors rightemaſhs —_ 
ap m, 6 Pu ent warld, 
ex 53aQ, what. thin Life will-appear 
4 is COD Thais the cncywhen 
es Mcrerly, yauathy and everything: 
be ſeen, nity proper Colours... Think theretore 


that you now, {tod before the Tribunal:oÞ the: 


Lord "Chriſt and and there ,it were: required of = 
| F 2 


—_ - 
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Mit. 25. 33+ 


2 Pet, 3+ 0, 


2 Cor, 5. 10. 
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to- judge of thar, for/yout'eſteern,; and uſe, and 
abuſe of which, you your ſelves ſhall then be 
judged.-/ In-ſuch Circurnſtances' as theſe, douþr- 
leſs your Opinions/of things would be very dif- 
ferent from what they too commonly have been, 

Whart will Greatneſs, and Honour, and Fame 
ſignifie;1 when' there ſhall' be' no reſpect of Per- 
ſons; when'the obſcure Slave will be''upon the 
ſame Level with the Crowned Head ; when there 


ſhall be no diſtintion known, bur thar of the 


ſheep on the right hand, and the goats on the left ' © 

What will the having been'the Pofleſſor of 7 
great deal of Gold and Silver, many Houſes and 
much. Land be | then accounted of, 'wheh' ' the 
whole-Frame': of the World 'is'crackitig arid diff 
ſolving ; the earth burning up, and the elements nielt- 


mg with fervent heat ? 


Emally, Whar will the Memory of \} Plea- 
ſures. amounr-to, the Deliciouſnelſs of HE Fare: or 
the. Sumptuouinels of ' thar Cloathing, or the 
Sweernels of the other Enjoyment? Yea, how 

would maty'be, if no ſuch things had ever 
pa then, when'@ ſtrict account ts.co'be' given; of 
everything that hath. been done in thefleſh? | Fo mtg 

2. If 'our; Condition is ſo vain a'thing, then 
hence|-alſo let us be ſtir'd: up to vigorous and 


hearty endeavours after a better. Tho' our preſent 


Habi- 


The Firſt: es on, 


Habicacon, or rather Place of: our Pilgrimage be 


nothing, clic but Vanity ; yet: there is: a , 
whiech/ we. have: heard of mkavadey with ſubs 
(tanrial thirigs.o ch! {1 49 000 9 dun T bn 

| Thoſe (that; have fetn' it; | arid known it, -and 
came from it, have made relations of what it is: 


and Adtnirable; of a Goodneſs more extenhye 
than our very Deſires, Brighter chan ten thouſand 
Suns, and as, Laſting as Eternicy : 1 yea, they have 
allur'd-us that the: things of is are unſpeakable, be: 
yond. the power of | Wotds.or py, vena <3 

e have too ſufficient ground to believe; thac 
this bleſſed, Condition is not ſuch as cannot belong 
tous; but that we are capable of it, and were-even 


yr. deſign'd for it, that, asthe Auchor of the 
Boo 


martal, and made him to be an Image of bisown eternity, 

Yea more than all this, Solemn Overtures have 
been made, Meſlages have been ſent to us : We 
have been direfted, enabled, invited, perſwaded 
with the greateſt earneſtnels' ro come, - and to. ſe- 
cure to our fel ves this bleſſed Habitation. 

And Oh, my Brethren, ſhall we not now 
think it worthy of our thoughts and our. care? 
rErict' Shall 


ZO 
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Shall we any of us lect any longer to'cbm- 
ly with thoſe ho which | Heaven hath 
Ned ae: for tranſplanting of us from Vanity 
and Trouble into B Gan Immortality? -''-'-. 
c js nor indeed: any lighe performance,” which 
will fat us herding ſtare ; 'not 'a little Our- 
fide Service, 'or a little Lip-devoriqn ; / no,/ nor 
now and: then a ous Warmth; or 'a melting 
A our'felves/ in this :or 'thar 
, or being —_ under ſuch a Denomi- 
196 The paſlage through rhe ftrairi Gate is 
not ſo eaſe as young Bar it is a faith that 
worketh by love, 2 due conformity'to all the Evars 
gelical als, a' woyking/ continually with- fear 
and trembling, a having” our'Minds above /'the 
World, »ſmg-it /o as if we us'd « 'not: 'laſhorr,''a 
being. Religious, Sober, - and Charitable in 
eur Converſation. © --© 
.v Theſe xre the Terms which the Anigctof the 
Covenant requires; 'and-fhall we ftand at che dif- 
hcuky of them, fince lead to: real arid [aſt- 
Good ? Shall we be dilcourag din an under: 
tha will advance'us above-the Vanicy' of 
this preſear Life, add -ſome prom 61 to theſe 
fleeting things, converting our periſhing Riches 
into an Heavenly Treaſure, and at length bring 
usto a glorious Eternity ? | 


Thirdly 


The: Faſt, Sn kno >, 


&2 | Ne 


— —"—  - c_— — — 


Thirdly and Laſtly, our Eſtate ar preſent being 
vain tet ns. accoiir the'' pofſefion6f ' thut better one, 
we have been" ypeaking| of - 20 Mili | Let/ is nor 
be! unwilling, to. emer, : when [God's tire ſhall 
coin; upon theſe neveri fading Enjoyments our 
{elves ; or leem'toienvy'ithe fruition! of 'themi to 
our deparred Friends.” 0 VP 

Indecd- for thoſey; wha are without the Pale'of 
the: Thurch,/ or for the negligent 'wichinit; tobe 
amazed arithe Appreh of deark, 'is* but 
iwhar is natural, is-but whar isroo reaſonable: Bur 
for Chriſtians to: be fo-aftetted; ſhews that fome- 
thing as yer amifs with. them that though they 
ace'-Jſratlites travelling 'for 'Canamn, they have not 


quite forgor che things of ' Zgypr;-thar 'lome/ re- | 


mains are {till in ther of the Love of this preſence 
World, or elſe ſome Tincture of Infidelicy. 


Certainly, Brethren, if 'we-are as we ought oY 


be ;' if the Sacred: Truths of- the Golpel ' are 
throughly affenred ro in our Minds; and the 
Power of Religion has new form'd our Hearts, 
we ſhall be ready to lay under the ex jon'of 
our own deaths,” with an humble Confidence” in 
the Merits of our Redeemier, Come Loyd Jeſus, come 
quickly ; and at the - departure of our Chriſtian 
Friends, The Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord. 

As 


ZO 
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Shall we of us neglect any longer to com- 
ply ic choſe meth Weak hmganes hath 
d'out for tranſplanting” of us from 
and Trouble into Bliſs oo nn $318 
{c js nor indeed? any lighe a which 
will fat us | 45 EEE ſtare ; nor a lirtle Our- 
fide Service, or a little Lip-devoriqn ; / no, nor 


now | and then's Warmth; or 'a melting 


Temper ; not a liſting our' felres/ in this ,or 'thar 
Party, mp brane under ſuch a 'Denomi- 
nation. 'The rough rhe ftrairi' Gate is 
nor {0 Fa wr roouRy: Bur it is a faith that 
worketh by love, a due conformiry” to all the Evan: 
gelical / | a-working/ continually with- fear 
and trembling; a havi "Das 'Minds above //the 
World, »ſmg-it /o as if we 5'd it 1ati. I ſhorr, 
being Religious, Sober, _—_ and Charkable in 
eur Converſation 

. Theſe arc the Torn which the Atgctof the 
Covenant requires; 'and-fhall we fand at he dif- 
hcuky of them, fince they lead to real arid [aſt- 
Good: 7 Shall we be dilcourag d'in an under: 
that will advance us above-the Vanicy' of 
this preſeat Life, add: ſome folidity even-to theſe 
fleeting things, converting our periſhing Riches 
into an Heavenly Treaſure, and. at length bring 
usto a 'glorious Eternity ? | 


Third| y 
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Thirdly and Laſtly, our Eſtate ar preſent bei 
vaing tet 4 account Uta A ey ory 
we have been ſpeaking! of - as Mili» | Let is nor 
be: unwilling, -to.*ener, : when [God's/' tire (hall 
cotne; upon theſe neveri fading 'Enjoyments/ our 
ſelves ; or {eem'toienvy'ithe fruition! of 'therti -to 
our deparred Friends. © | 

Indeed for thoſey wha are withou:r the Pale 'of 
the: Church,” or for the negligent 'wichinvat; tobe 
amazed ar:the Appreh of deark; is" bur 
whar is nacural, is-but whar isrov reaſonable: Bur 
for Chriſtians to'be-fo affected; ſhews that fome- 
thing is yer:amifs with: them ;'thac though they 
ace'-Jjratlites travelling 'for 'Canamn, they have not 
quite forgo the things of ' Z2ypr ; -thar ome” re- 
mains are {till in them of the Love of this preſene 
World, or elfe ſome Tincture of Infidelicy. 

Certainly, Brethren, \if'we-are as we ought to 
be ; if the Sacred Truths of- the Golpet are 
throughly affented ro in our © Minds; and the 
Power of Religion has new form'd our Hearts, 
we ſhall be ready to lay under the expectation'of 
our own deaths,” with an humble Confidence” in 
the Merits of our Redeemer, Come Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly ; and at the - departure / of our Chriſtian 
Friends, The Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord. 

As 
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The Firſt, Sex mov. 
-» As for our Neighbour, and Friend whom we 
have now commirted to. the: Grave, as I 'am not 
m_ toms in this/Place, (o 1 __ 
lufhciemly qualifed to give-you the perfect Cha 
rater of him.” Our Giriſban hope! is, that he 
hath exchanged a Scene of Vanity for eternal 
Gloty. He hath long been. exerciſed. with a 
troubleſome, a painful: Diſcaſe, a Sacred Dilci- 
pline-ſufficient vw, inſtruct him: in the: Vanity of 
the World, -and, we hope, he was not unfruitful 
under it : Yea, he manifeſted that he was not, 
by. an upright,” and juſt, and,” as I am: inform'd, 
a very. charitable Convetſation. © His: Death-bed 
{hew'd him Devout and: Pijous ; and: he was fre- 
quent in the Acts of a Duty, 'which as it is cx- 
treamly- unlafe to. begin on it; it js-neither ſafe ro 
give. oyer-an 1t, - Repentance. ;;.--- | 

Bur I ſhall conclude all with 'that-advice, which 
| have often given on ſuch occaſions ; becauſe ir 
is ſome of the beſt I can give on ſuch occaſions. 
The Failings, the Defects, thar you obſery'd in 
him {for the beſt: of us are infirm and-(fall- 
ble) learn to avoid. - The things that were Vir- 
tous, and Holy, Comely, and of good. Report, - 
reſolve to tranſcribe and imitate. 
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The Second 


SERMON. 


Ecci. 4 2. 
I praiſed the dead which are already head 


more than the living which | are yet 
alive. | 


Lato, in his Agebiiny feo-Qaleni tells us, Plat. 
that That excellent Perſon made- it his bu- © 
fineſs for ſome time. to find out a pru- 

dent Man : He diligently fſearch'd amongſt the 
ſeveral Ranks of —_ ro diſcover, if it were 


poſſible, one truly Wi 

A Task ſomewhar like it is that, which a more 
excellent Perſon, by a much more excellent Spi- 
rit, is engaged in here ' in this 'Book- of- Eccle 


—_ 


fraftes. Fe gave his heart to ſeek and to ſearch out by El 1. 14 


wiſdom, concerning all things that are done under bea- 
ven; he made a very ſtri&t enquiry, and 4 
G 


BE 
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he lookt for was Felidir ry : what ſort of People 
are in the Condition malt defirable and bleſſe?, 
He ſeeks for theſe amongſt the Gay and the 
Pleaſant, theſe. whaygiv thegaiyives of bo 
rauification/ of of al IN ons 
Pc htre he WA ny "He" wa. 
his enquiry amongſt the Induſtrious and the 
Careful and with gh ſame _ and diſappoint- 
ment. He ſearcheth amongſt the Knowing and 
the Great, the Plodding the*Active, the Men 

Delign. and Buſint: he _ runs through 

c Tore Oxders of the Word, | bur his labout 
is fill fruittefs, all *the diſcovery he is 'abke to 
make being only this , VANITY: AN D 
VEXATION OF SPIRIT. 

His 1ſcarch being unfuceefsful 'above Ground, 
he eries withal a: herle what: can be: mer with uhn- 
der;it, views'ther hollow: Eye-pics, the: ſharrex'd 
Bone, and mduldring Aſhes in che Grays, And 
of this enquiry, | behold. the” 'ralult,/ I: praiſed the 
dead, \ays he, which are already dead, more 2 the 
living x on ew alive. © 1 | 
-, "The 'general»Detign of the Proachiers m V dbaſe 
words 'feems plain/enough, ithey | being; # decla- 
ration, that in the acconnts -of Happinels,. the 
Condition of the deal | 1500 0 be RARTrhOn 0) that of 


The 


TT or —— 
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| {The former of: chele! rwe: Rates: 151 what he 
lately cxamined; and-tlio't'( 4s her thonghubrgo 
govern [hitnſelf )-he\ mer withvihoching)1g/cicbuc 
corruption and uncertainty;;'\yer fetwiking ard cod- 
fidering\the Calamities of Life; Death appear: 
delirable, and he began to praife«it. Like: 'onc a- 
maz'd with. many grievances:before 'his Eyts, he 
cries aut//and ſcems to fay ſuch.words as-rtheſfe? 
Death-15 che tying indeed; which: humblech the 
Pride of che. higheſt Mortal, down to the levdl 
of the rmeaneſt Slave: yea ſome curious reſearches 
have affoxded. us but impertett relations of the db 
tercace, ileaverh; berween che Manand tho Beaſt; 
however wc! cannoceaſtly'.imugieir ro be more 
u\rolerable than the preſenet Bondage. /- Tho' the 
Houle we mult all.go'to ac Jaſt be fo dreadful-co 
us, that we are apt to recoil, ag ſhrink :and:noc 
yield, at any rate, to be willing to enter it; yer is 
it poſſible ro conceive more unfufterable chings 
in it, than the. Labours:2and Sorrows,” which now 
almoſt perperually opprelſs the Sons of Men ? 


- 


” # - = 


-(/ A very ancient  Commenraror-:dil: 


covers ;a-myſtical-Senſe-»in this place;” 4jeati rim 6 jan 3d 


| vitia, 6 jam non 


and.would : underftand/ by. che dead, 2s ad. peccarum,, fed 


{uch as are dead to (in; and by the! Jy <5 alſo qui vivir peccaroy 
A = rit 10 te,mors iſta laws 
lying, thoſe thac till goon in it. ' Ar) | dabilis: ig. in Num. 13. 
Interpretation, which contains a Trurho® * 

"9 a very 


v* 
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a very Truth ; but nor, I think, what is 
ble here. ary wo conſider -r6 5 
cording to their literal/ meaning, which I rake to 
be this, That the miſeries mankind is expos'd to m this 
preſent Life, are ſufficient to make them conſider Death 
4s a thing of advantage. | 
\ Man, (faith Job, lieth down, and riſeth not, till the 
heavens be no more : He goes into the Region - of 
Death ; but he does not return and make diſco- 
veries of the place. The evils of Life are things 
of Senſe, we ſee them, we very often feel them ; 
bur of what ſhall be hereafter the only--infor: 
mation we can teceive is by Reaſon-and Reve: 
lation. In the following diſcourſe I-ſhall "there: 
fore endeavour to. ſhew the. advantages ofthe 
dead above ' the living boch theſe ways : as they 


are:to be diſcern'dg 


1, By meer Natural Eyes. 
2, By the Eye of Faith. 


1. The benefits of Death, as .confiderd by 
natural. Men, are but mean and-low.; yer ſome- 
thing, we know, they have been able to perceive 
in it preferable to che Evils of this miſerable 
Life : and that with relation both to the Body 
and the Soul, 

(1.) As 
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(1.) As for the Body, they could fee nothing 
in che diffolution of it, but what is common to 
Brutes: That which befalleth the Sons of Men, be- 
fallech Beaſts : — All go unto one place, all are of the 
Duſt, and all turn to Duſt again : lo the Preacher 


ſeems to ſpeak their Sentiments, Chap, 3. verſe ls 


19, 20. Some of the Greek Philoſophers fell in- 6 per veer. 
deed upon the Opinion of a Refurretion ; but gp 


the Tener, ' we find, had' but ſlender entertains 
ment: for when St. Paul Preach'd at Athens, it 
was treated as an impoſibility. 

Bur, tho'.the wiſer Heathen for the moſt part 
could | not hope. for a retura of the Body from 
the Grave, they could however conſider it there 
as ſilent and at reſt, they could perceive an end 
of all the Labours, Pains, and Grievances of it. 

How often does a Man throughout the courſe 
of no long Life complain of Hunger, and Thirſt, 
and Wearineſs * How often is he ſcorched wich 
burning Heats? How often are his Sinews, his 
Bowels pierc'd through with unſufferable Pains, 
ſo that he roars like a diſtrated Perſon becauſe 
of the violence of the torment? Now Death 
puts an end to all theſe dilorders ; Sighs, and 
Complaints, and Cries are not heard in the Pit : 
The faral thing comes as an Univerſal Remedy 
for all kinds of Diſeaſes and Mileries, and there- 


tore 


Tom. 2+ Þ. 
26g. & Grot. 


de verir-Relig, 
L 2.095. 
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7%. 3. 20, — # light given to bim that 15 in miſery; and 1ife: nit 
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fore the approach of ithach. been ſometimes de- 
fixed with much impatience. Wherefore, lays Joh 


the bittey- in Joul? Which long for death, audit conteth 
not, and. dio for it more than for bid treaſures: which 
reſoice exceedingly, a are glad. when they can java the 
grave. | 


( 2.) Concerning os tbe: of the SoubaE 


- rex Death, there has beeri much- uncertancity in 


Vid. Ciceron. 


Tuſcul,Quzſt. 
lib. 1. & Plu- 
rarch. de pla- 
citis Philoſ. 
ib. 4- cap.7. 


the Opinions of narural 'Men-' ho knowmeth, fanh 
the Preacher, Chap. 3. verſe 21. ithe ſpirit of- 1a man 
that gveth* wp Ap: a the jpirit of :the” beaſt that 


Loeth year} * Who by the Light ot: Reaſon 


car be' certain (for fo ſome underftarid che place) 
of any fuch difference 2 Or, according to others, 
who is able to ſtate the difference right, decla- 
ring the' things of 'each-? Same- of \the learned 
Heathen | fancied that the Soul, imnediately as 
the Body becomcs unhr'for it, vanithertvinto the 
ſoft Air : and the greater number, who' were con- 
vincd of its Immortality, were yet full of doubc 
abour irs furaure Condition and Employment. 
However, amidft all this darknets, chey were able 
w- difcerr fornewhatmore valuable than che pre- 
ſent Slavery. - To be'even nothing ar all, they 
thought, was not to be 'milerable'; and whatlo- 
ever abode the Saul, in caſe i ſurvives, s _—_ 
after 


— 


5 
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after Dearh; ic could noveaſily be betieved mote 
inconvenient tharm che Priſon now dwels ini! | - 
| It: was obſerv'd' by Bliphax, 'thaterouble is the 7* +7 
Birthrighe of Man': chat i i as-natural for hira 
eo undergo it,” as. for the Sparks ro fly upward. 
The ſenſe'is ſomewhar differenc/in the Septwagins ; Food ahfimt- 
bur it occaſions the following Paraphrale of an Comici apad 
excellent | Father: '* Humane Nature, {ays he, is alum: w8- 
« inferior toxhe ProduRtions of the; Earth, and the rms 
© M6anains, which "know no' forrow "either in 2ooph 16. 
© their ginnings or increaſe. Yea, the Birds are Ree S Chry-« 
© allow'd ro make their Motions withour pain, and Gmlia ford 
© to/gather ' they Meat without trouble, bgt'Man ef», rt 
*itt all" theſe things is very miſerable,/ + 1 © 7m 5% 
' "And declarations of 'the'ſame 'kind'are often 
met with in the Books of the Gentiles. © Seneca 
conſidering the wretched - Circum- 
ſtances of humane Life, wonder'd ae - , N® vivlewus quam mul-- 
the difproportion between the Inn and wn, yum male nobis con- 
the Guelt, thence” concluding, that fo coenbe foe” in alles a 
Noble a Being could not be defign'd 74% _—— 
tor ſo vile an Habitation. + 
And" Play writing the Hiſtory of living Orea- Plin. Nat. 

rures;” begins ir wide complaint, Thae Marate TER 
hath-been/ more unkind to-Man than' ro 'any 2 
ether -Beings.  He-is./ ſays ke,” ar firſt the 
weakelt, and always after the moſt lickly thing, 

Orher 
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Other Animals are acquainted with neceſſary Arts 
without the trouble of Inſtruction ; but Man 
knows not any thing till he is caught, unleſs ir 
be how to cry. To him alone, among all li- 
viay things, belong Mourning, and Luxury, and 
Ambition, and Covetouſneſs, and Superſtition. 
As the Life of nothing elſe is more frail, ſo no 
other Appetites are more inſatiable than his. 
None are fo apt to be terrified and confounded. 
None more diſpoſed to Rage and Fury.” Other 
living Creatures of the ſame kind live Peaceabl 
rogether, we ſee them joyn and thoſe 
that oppole them: The hercenels of Lions is 
not engaged againſt Lions, neither do Serpents 
bire one another; but Men, alas! are the greateſt 
Enemies to Men, the Kind is perpetually at War - 
with it ſelf, and one ſeeks the Miſchief and Ru- 
ine of the other. | 

Indeed, he that duly conſiders the Thraldom 
of an Intellectual Being, as it is now fertter'd in 
this Priſon of Earth, made liable ro ſo many 
Impreſſions, diſcompoſed and agitated by ſo ma- 
ny Paſſions, and enflavd to Corruption, muſt 
needs conclude that Man is the only thing, which 
ſomething extraordinary hath befall'n : char ei 
ther God, who made him, defign'd him ac firſt 
for greater Miſery than the reſt of the Creatures, 


OT 
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or: elſe ( which is indeed the truth) that he 15 
tumbled down from his Original Perfection, and 
become only the Ruines' of what he was. 
And now it was the view of ſuch diforders 
and perplexities of Life which gave the chief oc 
caſion ro thoſe Heathens themtelves, ro beſtow 
ſo frequently their Commendations on Dearth. 
O how 'ignoranr, ſays one of them, are thoſe Peo- 
ple» of what they ſuffer, who-do nor ie ra 
Death as the of things! Some call'd it the locumwworum 
— __ the 7 he the | afflicted; Arn ur op 
conſider d | it' as'a thing which rights all Jycwom 
generous Rhee, by che cadinn of a Cn on 
whole Nation the Funerals of the Dead | were *9,7 tmais; 
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We have thus ſufficiently ſeen how Salomon 's 
drmeporednarerr tae as the 

it concerns are view'd by natural Men, -\Amd-1 

have been the longer in ſhewing ir, becaiue\( as 

it is the mn any. 7 ſeveral Expoſt politors, and /as 

methinks is manifeſt from the fo and fob 

lowing words) . by {och Meaſures as-thoie. the 

wife Man was/; now: conducting; bis Enquities. 

To prove that the great prerenders of the World 

are miſtaken in their hrs of Felicity, he 

| walks along with them. a little, maheic own Parh, 

1 Kings 4. 33- ©© ſearch 1t our. | He 59 OI» NE 

cedar that its m Lebanon, even wite the. " 


foringeeh out of the wall; cg 


and of fowl, and of creepmy £7 
Wms here ©o wn fnemnuch Barc ub; 


Plloſophy, conlidenng him and hs Hawpine 
as'to be known by the kebp/alone of mmeerunen- 
belianid Reaſon. 

2. The ficit thing propos d being faiſh'd, I 
now come to the ſecond, ro ſhew the adyantaves 
of the Dead above the Livmg, as they are to be dif- 
cern'd by the Fye of Faith. A rae At rind 
ted Reaſon can” afford but very dovbetul ac- 

counts of whar Thall be hereafreer ; bar the de- 
fects of that are abundantly ſupplied to the 
Church by Revelation from above. The Greac 


God, 


teens... url. mm. 
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God, whos the Lord ot: Death; and whoſe Com: 
mands jt. 4lways-obeys,: hath "been. pleas'd\ ro ac- 
. quaint, us with the things which he himſelf hath 
appoinced to-lueceed It. ) 119013 10 ] 
\ All the forrs.of mankind come, you know, 
under .one- or other_of theſe rwo:denominacions, 
Righteaws and Wicked, Now the words of Sol 
mon, in the Texr, being indefinite, and. the Se, #75 
venty Interpreters: having render'd. them by ſuch —_— 
as are-exprelly ; Um : Some of the Fathers © 
have apply'd them asto. the: former, fo to the 
latter allo ; aflerting that even to Re- 
c—_— themiclyes a ſpeedy Death is 
mer than: a prolonged Lite: For fo 


their lniquity ( which' is the only cauſe 
of Intelicity) is cue off, and conſe- 
quently the degree of their ' future 

ogs tomewhar leflen'd : He thar 
finks- under / the tra .of a 
tew Weeks or Months, being likely to 


jaherit more cahe torments;'than they 


S. Ambr de bono Morris, c.7+ 
"As + 8 momngis 3 ns, Sraxe- 
9 T6 + mie wins TH 
TID 
1- Þ. 734+ Savil. Simi 
Fin habcr divinus ille 
Feifophes Boerius lib 4- 
Prof. 4 Si itia miſerus 
ficir, miſerior ſic neced ct 


dijururmor nequam. 


that have gone on n+ a-courle of Impenicency 
tor many Years: And'this 'Opinion is not with- 
out ground from other places of Scripture : The 

cells us, that they who deſpiſe the riches of Rom. 2.4. 4; | 


God's goodneſs, forbearance, and long ſuffering'; thar 
ate 'hard and untractable a oreat while under 
the 


H 2 
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the continued calls of \unwearied *Mercy, do. tree 

ſure up wrath "_ the day of wrath; do encreaſe 

the Meaſures of engeance according to the pro: 

portions of their Crimes” And faith our Savi- 

Marth. 11-23- our to | Capernaum, It ſhall be more tolerable for the 

land of Sodom ini the day of judgment than' for thee : 

- that 1s the obſtinacy of "thoſe, who contemn'd the 

e, ing of Lot was not to ſuch a height as 

theirs who rejected the many Overtures-and M+ 

racles of the Meſſiah himſelf, and as there was 

fuch-a difference in the guilt, ſo there ſhall 'be 
hereafter in che puniſhment. 

In ſuch a ſenſe as this, Dearh to the impenitent 
is to be. prefer d before Life ; but-'ir is all the 
while a ſad preference. A Sinner haſtily ſnatchr 
away, 'tis true, inherits the leſſer evil ; yet thar 
leſſer evil is greater than can be conceiv d ; it is 
ſtill dreadful as the Flames, which the Breath of 
the Almighty hath kindled , ' and ' which are- to 
burn for- ever. Concerning ſuch a Perſon - as 
this the words following my Text may' be fitly 
ſaid, Better yet is he that hath not been ; better is 
the condition of him chat'died from the Womb, 

Morrus prz- nd gave up the Ghoſt when: he \came' oa of 
quiapeccare the Belly: or as our Saviour ſaid of Judas, It 


qui narus non eſt ; quia peccare neſcivir. S. Ambroſ. Expofic. in Plal. 118. Serm, 18. vid. 
S, Hieronym. in Eccl. 4+ 


bad . 


— ——_—_——_ —i—— Mt. — I "Ne "OE 
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had) been good «fo chat ua,” of "he vodeang rains 
horn: 


* 30": mins, 


Without a miſerable limitation 6: abatemens; 


ful Skill, > chang tet ary of. 


enkfins. Bleſſed are the dead;that die im the Lord: Ai th 1; 


for they reft from the labours, and their works do 
follow them. 

To declare the we of ſich as theſe, 
being dead above thole of the living, is the 
buſineſs of moſt of; the Evangelical bao 
| ſhall pur you in mind of ſome of them, theſe 


two ways, viz, by ſhewing you a little, 
- -4, Whar Death delivers the righteous from. 
2. Whar it gives poflefſion of 11 * 


t. The Death of the Righteous is to be pro 
ferd | apo. becauſe of: the things it delivers 


from, 


EEE 7 fe IO? 


from much -crouble.and\ affliction» God 
hath not defign'd for his Servants while on Earth 
ference; and Halcyon: days 3/-but leavesithem even 
to more--than; the''ordinary inconveniences of a 

_ mortal condition..; When that: tranpe-Plague i 
the tume-of Gall and Valufranns atrough 
Arabia and Egypt, and .deſtroying\» mightily! as' it 
paſt, came at. lengrh into Africa, ſome of the 
Chriſtians. there: wonder'd, that it 'made "rid di 
_- » 2: ation berween the (Pn | S-tind 

ar enim quoſdamm mover (| -chE! Enemics 'ob:the 1 Fruc):Religibn, 
quod gen orb ks | Bur -gheir txceltenc':Biſhop/ in-thizt ad: 
valexado corripiar 5 a. Mirable\i diſcourſe barcdors ncchut 
io. Orica. & Mrialkts,  octalion, .carad/ty. reprov'd iv /than 
PEO 4 2vow wWHogrek anvighorancewof the Nacort 
and Deſigns of the Golpel they pretended'to; 

as if, ſays he, a Chriſtian did :believe-for nb ©- 

cher, ptirpole. but a preſent.fecurity zand-(it'were 

aOt; ined for / ſuch"! ro. enter throuphy'\thb 
Adverlity here! inco furure Foy. © Our $4 

Mark, 10.30. viour ſeems indeed once ro hive” given his Dilci 
ples a Promiſe of Temporal Felicity, that thoſe 
Houſes: and Lands - which- were [loft fr the ſake 
of him, and\che-Goſpd, ſhould! be tfade up a- 
gain by an extraordinary Providence, Bur if 
the things mennond have not” (as its thought 
by. forac/) a Spiritual meaning, the Protmiſe how- 


cver 
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ever was atrended: with a; bircer!/ exception?” it 
ſhould be fulfilled 2x7 Wis! with s reſetve' bf 
Trouble, with a 'perepin' mixttire: of oy of Pex. 
ſccurtotis. -'" " L 

As for'this prefiin Life, if Happiniels'is to be 
meaſur'd che. ourward) yas 'the fol. 
lowers of Feſni att ordinarily the greater Wrerches 
inthe World for fo'the A 199 effect rells 
us,” If, lays he, this 4ife 'only we have hope IT" Is. 19. 
Chriſt, we are of "all! men moſt- imiſerable:- 'Belides 
thoſe troubles which ( as we have'Teeh ) are' na- 
tural to "Mankind, there arc 'orher labours"knd 
ſorrows belonging to' them { OICAS Lua 
who” > he ans. ang? SON en" the 
gracious expreſſons of | his peculiar "Lux w _ 
do as it were mark them out for” a large porti 
of 'trouble: and he fo'en gageth- his i xN nh 0h 
difficulties, as if he this way deſign'$t6/ approve a—_— 
cheir ficnels for the Crown he promiſeth. "THE wr: n _ 
will lufficiently appear from the view of fome jgovar Mi ans 
few of thofe particular evits, which are the Por- _ 
tion of- Chriſtians, and from the <—" TE Os. 
which, Death rhe "only Wes" 7s on 11d Few fa 

SW "ne 

(4) Deack 4s he lthing weyy (diver a 
Chriſtian from the butthen of his nartire] Tor 
rexprion : retenly putsth end to that, which keeps 


him 
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. employ him .in- much Gri 
He. ah. '3:4- There is no reſt i m my bones; hecauſe of my. ſm. Mie 


him now almoſt ually reſtleſs and uncaſie. 
The {enſe of muc x a4 of a conftant .de- 
kciency , 'which hath; frequently too betray'd 
him into groſler fins, perplexct the penicent 
and humble Soul, and him. often- with cer- 
rors and remorſe : till ar length Death brings 


him. an happy quiet, diflolves, his ſubſtance, and 
chroughly purgeth -out che inherent droſs, gives 


| his Soul on purity of an Angelical Nature, on 


prepares a —_— Body to be rais'd hereafter 
n __—__ 

| ded pole belong belongs to, "wicked Men in a 
__ valtly higher : However they have com- 
monly adds Golorof this coifery A” kind. of 
renders them fupid.o under a weight 
which is ſinking them down into deſtrution : 
whilſt, the: Servant of God perceives. the prel- 
ſure of. guy leſs guilt, and bitterly complains 


of 4 


apurity and cranſgreſſin are the things 
which He jure {o many Is $ and Tears ; thele 


and I mnencation, 


iniquities are gone over my head : as a heavy burthen, 
ty are, too, beavy | for me, lays the P/almiſt in his 


Re Jermanes And as, the, Prophet repreſents 
the condition of an, humbled People, he cries 


Our 


— 
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out ſaying: Wo unto ws that we have famed: for Ln, 
this our heart is faint, for theſe things our eyes are 
dim, | 


(2.) Death is that which reſcues the Chriſtian 
from the conſtant importuniry of temprations : 
"Tis, as Sr. Cyprian calls it, his Peace, his only J* om 
Peace and Tranquility ; his ſure, and f\:m, and 
perpetual Security. 
, Here we are as a City continually beſieged, 
expos'd every Minute to the Battery and Aflaules 
of none yea, there is treachery alſo within 
the Walls, we are liable ſtill co the ſuddain Vio- 
lences of - untratable Paſſions and Luſts, and the 
wickedneſs of a deceitful Heart. No wonder 
therefore that ſo many of the Goſpel-Precepts 
are deliverd to us as to Soldiers and Comba- 
rants: by which we are commanded to all che 
difficulties of a Militant ſtate, to: ſtand faſt, to 
watch, to ſtrive, to fight, to put on the whole Armour 
of God, and uſe ir with all the Skill and Courage 
we are able. 
'-/O the {weetneſs of Peace after the hurry, and 
uncertaincies, and fatigue of War ; after the hun- 
ger, and thirſt, and cold, the hazards, and ſome- 
times wounds of ſuch a ſtate for many Years! 


0" wretched man that 1 am, . Who: ſhall deliver me ? 
| {aid 


- 
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Hebs 12. 3. 


 Jobnng, 19: 


A . 
Legat, pro 
Chriſtianil. 
P. 2. 


_— — 


ſaid St, Paul under the fenſe, as ſome think, of 
luch difficulcies as thefe. | The queſtion imply'd 
the greatnels of the Bondage, and the ' proper 


anſwer to it ſeems to be this one word, Death. 


(3.) Death is what delivers from the fpirchul. 
nels of this preſent World : from the oppolizian 
K maintains to Innocence, and Hlolinels. tbe 
Apoſtle recommending to the converted Jews the 
Example of our Lord, preſerns him under the 
following Character, A Jufferer of the contradithien 
of - ſewers, a Perſon fer ows- ag;the- common: avark 
of Contempt- and Obloquy. - And the:Lor of 
he aſtet: belbngs:roinhe DiGaies: foe fo. he 
himlelt expreſly told them: If ye. were of the 
warld, the world would love bis cwn ; but becauſe 
Je are not of the world, therefore the , world hateth 
you. | 

Mot of the ancient Apologilts for Chriftiany 
ty oblerve, that tho' che Religion they defended, 
was of the meckeſt, moſt friendly, and obedicac 
Temper, fitted, beyond all things that ever were, 
for the Peace and Advantage of Mankind: 'yer 
w was the thing which the World was moſt en- 
rag d againſt, and purlued with the greateſt Crw 
elty :- © All other People, iaid one of them tothe 
Emperonrs, Antoninus, and Commadus, \* enjoy. and 


admire 


—— 
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5i 


* admire-your | Clemency and »Lenity 3 but we _ 


* Chriftians are thoſe alone, whonv you are pleas'd 
© to. caſt; out of Protection, and expoſe to Sut- 
( ferings. 3oys 

And 'tho' a miraculous Providence over the 
Church put an, end at/letigth (ro! the Heathen 
Perſecutions of ir; yer all us ſufferings of this 
kind will not be concluded, whilſt any of the 
Members of it are on this fide the Grave: the 
World: fill declares 'its malice againſt che ' fol 
lowers.of: the Lamb, cue Religion beirg\-ofteti 
treated with:-icorn and 'gain-fayitng, and ſornis 
times worle ulage by the Heretical and Hyps& 
ctirical ; by: the Acheifls and Profane- | Attd 


[ 


( 4:) Death is that which delivers from the 
malice of the Devil, ſecures for ever from that 
envious. Spirir;”which if he'defpaits/ of the hi- 
nal - overthrow of- the Righteous : yer Will fot 
tail ac leaſt ro: be ative in contriving their pre- 
ſemt mutery: '' Nothing is fo grievous w& him, as 
the : Eaſe and Franquilkey”'6f | Mankind : and 
therefoze! when: he is held Hor making 4 prey, 
he will.yet ran co the very! end of the Chain ro 
Plague: and 'Forment, wade 


l 2 -< ad 


IS - Truth ee " — 


52 The Second Sx & mo. 


If thou come to ſerve the Lord," (aid the Son of 
Sirach, prepare thy ſoul for temptation : teraptation 
ſeems to! ſignifie there (as it does ſometimes in 
Scripture) a trial by Affiitions : and ſuch' a one 
as- this, he that comes unto God; muſt | ex 
from the Enemy of Mankind, ſo far forth''as 
the execution of his Malice is not reſtrain'd by 
the Hand of 'Omnipotence. | 

The moſt High, for reaſons of Wiſdom ahd 
Mercy, gave the Enjoyments of his Servant Job 
into. the power of Satan: and fo the nexr-news 
we hear of that good Man is, that he is ſtripr 
of all things, and become as a: on a 
Dunghil.. 'The Dragon: being catt'inco the Earth, 
perſecuted the Woman, and made her fly into the 
' Wilderneſs; and fince he might not follow her, 
he ſent a Flood after out of his Mouth to'drown 
her, - | | | 

The Almighty'indeed hath /promis'drodefend 
his Choſen, to ſer-an Hedge abour them, and-even 
a. Guard of Angels to fecure them from the power 
of the Devil.. However the Protection we are thus 
aſlur'd of relates principally co Spiritual things : :as 
for Temporal, we find Satan put ina Claimto 
chem in'his attempts againſt the Lord of Life, by 
whom too he was not directly contradicted ; all 
Luls 4.6- theſe things, ſaid he, are delivered unto me. 


Eeihk eo I 


Having 
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7K.91'3 MA 3 i090 el] þ ? 
* 4b .dheine pron afpiinteinion/Gſbahs of 
yn: ng the Portion'of- the: Chri- 


ſian whilſt alive; he is Yon freed from in Death : 
1 doubt...not bur-yow- will! cafily grant this-laſt 
ſtare, to be: for .hus Intereſt above the former. 
Happier, ror happier,” is his condition then, 
when-all theſe; Labours are-ar an-end, all rheſe 
Cares, and i Fears; ;and Sorrows are 'done' away ; 
and, as 0he-of the (Fathers ' ſpeaks}! no. Tear at 
all darkens the-Eyesof chim; who, now beholds 
the Beauty of the Glory of God.” | And yer 
theſe Negative Benefits are not all, or the chief 
part of w « ca -we-are enabled ro. ſpeak of. Fory> 2, | hn 


Ao op 
Þ hogs; 7 pes main 7 Bel, &S al is Win,6h 08 5, Bal Homil in 
#222 


2. J| a £0 put you. in'mind of. the a4 
vantages of; Deach, wat reſpect; rocithe things 
it gives poſſeſion of, - Burt on this: head, 2 
not ſo; ſuitable to what was: the Preacher's deſign 
in the. Text, | thall jay buc very- lice, and fo 
pals. $0-the..A rg ae Preciousm the | fight | of 
the. Lord: (ai muſt, 45 the dedth of bis 


Saints ;;, upon which mg St. Baſil: ( ſome of 
whole. words, 1 but now mentioned ) has this fol. 
lowing Comment. * Thoſe Srones amongſt the var. i. 


© lovers | 


= ds A. Ml »OO_— _ 
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with freftr-and 


© lovers of Riches are called Prectous, which ſhine 
Colours: : How/ much 
© more chef 15 that thing; which 'adorns 
* the Soul, being now purg d from all its ſtains 
© and [fpors,, with a Luſterobeyond: that of a} 
©the-Jewels or: Precions?:Stones ww che W 6d! 
Indeed, Death - the, thing which turns*#! poot 
wmpriſon'd Spirit, wearied with. the confinetneert., 
fullied wixh the althinets..of ani Earthly- T's. 
bernade, inco 4.thing' -Bright+ as the” Firmamerir 
and: tht Srars, yea gtoriousas the” Sun it AelF for 
ever.and ever) 1 v0) vo 0 11592 
Inagine a little what the Happineſs muſt-be 
of- Soul received | mro Heaven, / with” the "Afi 
plauſes of ten thouſand times ten thouland An 


molt "gels ind Saints; With" the Embraces of an; Atk 


lorious Redeemer; and the Euge of the Great 
Cad. /Fhink what the Joy mutt be'of 'Secing, 
and: Praifing; and” Adortmg, .and  Enfoying— hin 
hae dibd-Gew ws; 1of :lefnd Dera AH 
thems and Hallelujahs of dwelling” mw Erertt4l 
Lighe, and bcholding the [Face of that 'God, tn 
whoſe: Preſence 4s falneſs of Joy, and Hoſe 
right Hahd there, are” Pleatures" for evermore. 
]Thiak upon theſe,and futh things 2s' thele, which 
Death guves. the Chriſtian on- of,” and#then 
certainly! in refpett of ſuch Perſons, You WHT be 
ready 


—_— — — — 
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ready to joyn with the Preacher, and praiſe the 
dead, whicl are! already dem,” anore' than the ! living, 
abi are get rakive2224 29 2/denolmos A 1 

And yet after we haves fll'd-our Minds 
with the moft;Glomaus'itdea's, and” form'd a No- 
tion of the higheſt Happinets which can be ima- 
gined, we ſtill know butin part, and fee throu,h 
z Glaſy//darkdy. - Werramnot-podlibly rexch the 
things we. aim at, or: have any quit conception 
of tho(e.:incffable Ptealures. 4s doth not-yet 
appear what —_— her; jo; Eye hath wot een,” nor 
Eat :heard- ,, nether hath ut enter d into the (Fdeart of 
Man to conceive the things which God hath puepar'd 
for them that 'lave bem 11) 22acy 

The preference which Solamon' gives the dead 
before tbe livarg, being to! be allow'd;\thar which 
t have farther: ro:doy | Brethren, s, wo perfwade 
you to a Practical as well as a Specalatixe! belief 
of this, ſo to behave your” teives, and:to actlup- 
on all accaſions, as if yoo were in good-carnett 
convinced 'of it,  Partxaularty ro. maniteſt che 
Ezich of thoſe” Advanrages the - trae-Qhriſtiaty 
fads in Death: beyond thoſe of | Lite/ {os charis- 
che ſenſe | ſhall chieftythave: /regard iro now 
_ Application), iv the three tolttowing' In 
[Tances: 49). | 
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> inner ent Condition. 

2. A (= + In wen of 2 Dik 
charge from it... 

J- Contenement, on the Departure of our 
Chriſtian Friends. 


l. daciayed this paifine Li: We have 

car;-realon-you ſec ro think very meanly of ir, 
| irs Excellencies, which tempt ind allure 
us, and: that. we are apt {o paſſionately ro court, 
cannot-vie. wath the: Grave. We have i had 2 
deſcription. of fome of the troubles this ſtare 
brings upon us, both as Men and as Chrifti- 
ans. And conhider [/pray you now a little, whe- 
ther any thing mixt with [ ts of Gaamch 

can, indeed pleaſe our Taſte, or draw 

our Aﬀection? - 

..Was ever the Priſoner: in love with his Dun- 
gron, or the Gally-{lave with his Chain? Can 

ong for Affliction, or defire-ro make Tears 

heir 2 No: ſure, one would: think (uch 
things ſhould nor raiſe out Apperites, or become: 
very. Inviting. And can we then, Chriſtians, doat 
upon our preſent: Condition, be io hugely foli- 
citous, {o Full of Endeavour to prolong our'Tor- 
ment, and continue yet a little while more in 


that 
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char« Life which s our” Miſery 7 Take che 
Wings of Meditation; — 


out of-the-Ark, fly through this Ter 
Wotld:'See” A the there” be''any | 4 *G 
reſt upon, any Spor which the e hathy hot 


covered. Obſeryethow all tings are PING 


cell me whether this; be a ſtare ro 'd2 
Whether here'ir s tha we ſhould be willing/to 
{ct up-our reſt? _ 

Cicero brings in the wife Cato, 
his: end, jockey beck on the" Vox ivd, 
and thus this of them. 0s ory 


F NOW Near 


© the God above make ' an' offer” tome neaur, wb 
© to\grow again;' and to be ongemore an 
* Infant, I woul with all earneſtneſs refuſe'ie. tf 


© this Life of Benefit 2 Whar hav-ici noe of La- 
© bour, &c. Could a Heathen be thus ſenſible 
of the troubles of living, =_ much more muſt 
the 
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the crule Chriſtian? He whoſe Lift hath hoc ow 
ly. been exposd to the common Lot'ef Humaiit 
Woclin to !the 'Labours,: tht Diffculict) tho 
the Faſtings,' the, Serivmgs; the Cod 
= the Groars, the Tears of a Condigon of 


Te ; of a Sefdenying Rel 

n £0: the. laying ad acuantafs 

| they be able: nee. | td'-be de 
Os 


whom 4 flact 
FS allures ., with wn a Fe 


En: i ns, gets Joyes: -anmrarigee 


talit. Þ- 16s. "i © 


Chtiftamis wn- 
der-m6 ed —w cums /A-Perſon-dn his: Cit- 
cumſtances, one would chink, {hbuid be 4o far 
from being th love with this 'moxea:Condidion, 
that did; be nor: Know i to) be his Duty avc-u 


--2 eliver--aip this, Forr (df - his; Body) which Lex 
- Great Kip) hath -darruſted tim with, till 2 Sdind- 
mens comes fron him, he would 


Heltre 
to he-1id- of 141-5: 4oon as may '/be. | Mad: ht 
mAae-Rarke with $c/Povl rh every! Rated bie'Tori- 
xent, be wauld:be even it cannhar 
of his,,c0 mgncey! EK with 7 Arilt, 
4 ge nyt + 2:12 10 91] arc ? 
ny 21 '1 wh In 116511 £ bluo ) / 140G n 

" hom wor ,varvil lo widiton 20 to 
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1 Is nov 09 wor bf 
312 The, nexr ching-l-am co -perſwaderyans! 


th, 
Death | Life, 5,2 'comtourable' 
:ohcaMifhacgs ren no Feuer :thote Fears 


difouice us pk ro Meet it wi events b- omn- 
:#8210b{-d. hoe Chabibulncts 

The: Preadicvn dechanetion)being-indeed2 
30.Þe applid /to ſome, bur only with/che'\fad - 
| and] Liadiearions: (already: noted; [ 
Larmor dive what I mow : (ay to every one : 


'Yea, | do advile you, my! Brethren, ' nor 8 be A 


overbaſty in arogatng io your: ſcives: Comborts 
of:+fach a mamre as:this "5 
Infinixe Happmcs 4n anocher W 
eur wes ae Bang and to obcain them, 
Wi the llc Docanntoed 
{ 6 but. EnNquir Lives: pat, 
< tn you car find that-you are 
the Pertoos rowhom 'the Promibes are made; be 
alane harh- ground 4or 'fach a Comfortable- de- 
;pendance, whale. 'Condcicnce, witjelleth ro» the 
"Frum of this, that his: Faith: hacks beers ative, 
that he hack cad veurd,- and-dorh fill, wack all 
his power, to be void of offence rewards God, 
and towards Man. 


K 2 And 


ze the xe- 


# 
bo-.* © Sn! 


2 
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And now to you, all you that are thus Chri- 
liiansnetin name or profeſſion alone, but in deed 
| : To you l ſay, 'be not-diſcouraged 
a ſhall :begin ro look youn the Fate ; 

o-bſ6cabrifaviape? words which he fpake ona 
Luly 22. 28. different occalion; hakotp; Land bfe-op: Mundadh, 
for your, redemption draweth mgh.' \ 
Socrates, who tho a Heathen, ſuffer'd on a 
at» Article: of |our. Faith ; and whor therefore 
vs Martyr doubes not to. call j ms; =: _ 
"Medications « as theſe which mee CO his 
Condemnation and! Execution.: +1 would have 
m_ believe, laid: he to his Friends, that 1 hope 
i2-g0-'to: thoſe: good Men alreadys. departed. 
ts Thadene, «© However, tho' this be/nor poluively aflerted by 
me; yer: chat I am haftning co that: Divine Be- 
| "10g; ?ho.ic Iche beſt Maſter ia the World, 'is 
© whatsl rhoſt ſtedfaſtly afhrm. And hereupon 
«© it 15 that: I am not afraid of Death, as otherwiſe 
"ſhould be ; bur am prepar'd to meet it- with 
*a 3 anawg pt Son Ons Rios ay we d, 
out, 921 
"ſhall b wot ct ro rhe fraLs x Ros 
* Souls, being freed from the w_ 


© corruption. 


wc hy wn 


To 


—_— ——. 
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| _—_— | A —— 
been: rais d,by-ane- ; Nc _ uncertain {peculati- 
ons:of nawral Reaſon ; bur, the Truumphs:/.of 
Chriſtianity have been -much' beyond it, in an- 
ſwer to its greater Light, and E | 
$. {qnatius, 45 he was carried, in\Ferters tobe Meat T2 Aru 
for-wild. Beaſts art Rome; call d che; Bonds) they S2%0x 
ut on him Chains of Pearl. And S. Cyprian, .ex- garnebr 
Tract. have fo aften _ = t0-a reſalu- De Non, 
tion becomirig then w | eſtilente raged 164, . 
amongſt thera ; reckons up che-ifaral Symaproms. - 
of that ſtrange Diſeaſe, and; cells them chey were” © +. 
delign'd to manifeſt che Excellency of their Faith, 7 "=" 
to diſcover to.che.. World a Conſtancy unſhaken -— 
ochre yl ananr re Mos Indeed. this.. 
was the ordinary Spirit or Temper of che 
Primitive and perſecuted Church, tho! Time, and 
Eaſe, and a. prevailing] Impiety., have \ render d;-ir 
naw in too great a mealure degenerate and fearful. 
Chriſtians then were nor diſcomposd on the ap- 
prehenſions of Death, when in deſpite of the 
greateſt, oppolicion, they made jt theit, only. buſi- 


nels ro, fit. and prepare for it. But, 


if "on The laſt thing I am n recommend to you 
from” what hath, been now conhider'd, 5, content- 


ment ' 
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of [their 


> of: our own” 


# Theſ. 4. :z- Apditle, concerning 


 — — 


{Bfienti If 


ment ow the departare o- ls” Chriſtian 


-they- betrer-their Condition, "|1ct'us/fBot be. impari- 


entiart itt te _ ahd ne term 
happy Change org amen ary ronble 
tO Freedotw and Glory, - 02 19w) 
. Sor inll6ed-4s-to- be llow'd. the ſhale 
$, afd the-tendency of our tmper:- 
; te delnts; bur to be immoderact' on ſuch oc- 
: caſions inonr: 'is 40 comradit "our own 
'Faich, avid ro make our elves like chol6-anke- 


_ countable 'Worlhippers; whorn Phirwwoh mnenti 
Sl 15; Who, as 6 ot 6 their 


© 1 - good name upon 


Deivy; beſtow 
the - Dead, bur withall de- 
it'd thae they iry-nnijer tave wiarto ol [xherh (ty/their 
Houſes, Ia9aild ax bave you-ihnorint; "(inthe the 
then: what wr 4ſety; that 11 
-forrow mt" &s others who bave' ny hope. - "An - cxera- 
 vagarit lorrow anaght be reconctlables to the Oi. 
\nions/of | ſorne' | | Hearhen #/ bur-ave# per- 
&&- commtradidtion eo the knowledge _ wy 


uf '2 Chriſtian, 


Avordingly the Office of Da lth 
(in conformay to the Cuſtorns of the'Prithitive ) 
contains not Lamentations; but is a kind of 


holy T a ick declaration-of Joy and 
Dore ned le 
ws 
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When we join'd in it but now ar the Inter: 
ment of our departed Brother, we did in effe&t 
ſay ſuch words as theſe: Now the time, the hap- 
py time of Releaſe is come, when a Chriſtian ex- 
pos'd to Griefs and Sorrows, Wearinels and ig 


rations, enjoys His everlaſting Freedom. Ar | 
he is deliver'd from all the hurry and noiſe of a 
troubleſome World, from all the ftrivings, and 
buſtle, and contentions of it: particularly in the 
preſent caſe, from that part which ir was: the 
good Pleaſure of Providence he ſhould a&t, from - 
that Office of Magitney which, I doube nor, he - 
very unwillingly engaged in;'and which he con- 
lider'd as his burthen and unhappineſs. 
taken away from all the evil to come, 

fears and. fatal 


uncertainties of event, from. all 


iflues of things. To conclude, his Prayers are 
heard, his cry is come up into the Ears of the 
Lord of Hoſts; all his and Pains are at 


an end, and he hath found, as our hope is, Peace, 
Quuer, and Eternal Reſt. 


THE END. 


